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could extend beyond 2014. ‘‘We’re not 
leaving if you don’t want us to leave,’’ 
he said. He should check out recent 
polling that indicates the Afghan peo-
ple’s deep skepticism, if not downright 
hostility, regarding the United States’ 
military presence in their country. 

Besides, what about what the Amer-
ican people believe? When are we going 
to respect their point of view? They’re 
the ones paying for this war in blood 
and treasure, and clear majorities be-
lieve that this war has outlived its use-
fulness and that it’s not worth fight-
ing. 

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to listen to 
the American people. There is only one 
sensible and humane solution: That is 
to bring our troops home and bring 
them home now. 
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b 1430 

POLICE OFFICER ANN NONETTE 
O’DONNELL, UNIT 429 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on 
Christmas Eve, 2010, about 1 month 
ago, most Americans were with their 
families and their friends enjoying the 
holiday season, the joy and happiness 
of being together at that special time 
of the year. But holidays do not come 
for peace officers; they work all the 
time, especially on holidays. One such 
officer was Ann O’Donnell. She was a 
University of Houston police officer. 
She liked to call herself ‘‘Unit 429.’’ 
She was on patrol December 24, 2010, 
about 1 o’clock in the morning. She 
was the first to respond to a possible 
kidnapping in the Houston area. She 
sped to the scene, but her vehicle went 
out of control and she crashed and was 
killed. 

This is a photograph of Officer Ann 
O’Donnell, 24 years of age. Her father, 
Jim O’Donnell, who was close to his 
daughter, normally talked to his 
daughter sometime between 2 o’clock 
and 4 o’clock in the morning those 
nights that she worked. On this day, 
this Christmas Eve, he received no 
such phone call from his daughter. 

Ann was a resident of Houston, 
Texas, and Galveston, Texas. She had 
been a peace officer for only 13 months. 
She loved being a Texas police officer, 
and Mr. Speaker, she was good at it. 
She is the daughter of Nonette and Jim 
O’Donnell. Her father, Jim, said about 
his daughter, ‘‘Ann will never experi-
ence the joys of marriage, having her 
own children to cherish and to grow by 
her example.’’ As a father of four kids, 
three of them daughters, three of them 
about the same age as Ann, I under-
stand the close relationship between a 
father and a daughter. That is a special 
relationship. But no parent wants to 
lose their child before their time. 

Ann was a compassionate police offi-
cer. She not only arrested the bad 
guys; once she arrested an underage 

minor for an alcohol offense. Rather 
than send this child to detention, she 
called the parents and got the parents 
involved in this child’s life. She was 
from Ball High School in Galveston, 
Texas. She went to the University of 
Houston and Galveston College. In her 
youth, she learned from the Galveston 
County police officers about being a 
peace officer. She wanted not only to 
capture outlaws, but to help the good 
people of our community. 

Mr. Speaker, police officers are the 
last strand of wire in the fence between 
the fox and the chickens, and Officer 
O’Donnell was one of those officers. 
They, like Ann, do society’s dirty 
work, and they go and serve and are 
first responders to public safety. Ann 
was such a person. 

Ann was the 252nd female police offi-
cer killed in the line of duty in this 
country since 1796. Already this year, 
in 2011, 14 police officers in our country 
have given their lives for the rest of us. 
Ann died protecting and serving the 
people of Texas, and at Ann’s funeral 
500 police officers paid her honor in the 
rain. Harvey Rice of the Houston 
Chronicle said it best about her fu-
neral, ‘‘Officers filed out of the church 
while the bells tolled ‘Hark The Herald 
Angels Sing.’ ’’ The officers re-formed 
ranks and stood at attention again in 
the rain as the casket was carried down 
the steps and placed in a black hearse. 
At the cemetery, the rain-drenched of-
ficers again gathered as a riderless 
horse followed the casket to the grave 
site and bagpipes played ‘‘Amazing 
Grace.’’ Officers fired a 21-gun salute, 
and two buglers played ‘‘Taps.’’ 

Amazing person, this Officer Ann 
O’Donnell. We admire her and thank 
her for being a Texas peace officer, and 
for her life that she gave for the people. 
We mourn her loss, but Mr. Speaker, 
we are grateful that such a person as 
Officer O’Donnell ever lived. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SLAIN MIAMI-DADE POLICE 
OFFICERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy 
heart to also honor our first responders 
killed in the line of duty, two brave 
south Florida police officers shot and 
killed just this past week. Miami-Dade 
County veteran detectives 41-year-old 
Roger Castillo and 44-year-old Amanda 
Haworth died last Thursday while pro-
tecting the community they love. 

As part of a fugitive task force work-
ing with the U.S. Marshals Service, Of-
ficers Castillo and Haworth were mem-
bers of a professional elite unit whose 
mission is to go after violent career 
criminals. Last week, they were at-
tempting to arrest one such violent 
criminal. They were hunting a fugitive 
suspected of murdering another man 
simply for raising his voice with the 

suspect. When police knocked on the 
door of a home where he was believed 
to be, the suspect opened fire, killing 
Officers Castillo and Haworth and in-
juring Officer Diedra Beecher. 

Combined, Officers Castillo and 
Haworth dedicated 44 years to serv-
icing the citizens of south Florida. 
They put their lives on the line every 
day to make us safer. And last Thurs-
day, these two heroes made the ulti-
mate sacrifice. We lost them to a 
senseless act of violence by someone 
with a total disregard for the lives of 
others. We grieve their loss not only to 
the community they served, but to the 
families and loved ones they leave be-
hind. 

A 21-year veteran on the force, fam-
ily members say Detective Roger 
Castillo loved two things in this world, 
his family and his job. His wife of 15 
years, Debbie, also works as a police of-
ficer. Officer Castillo leaves behind his 
three sons, 14-year-old Anthony, 11- 
year-old Michael, and 9-year-old Brian. 
A dedicated father, neighbors said that 
he was the kind of dad you would see 
on the front lawn tossing around a 
football with his boys. 

Amanda Haworth spent 23 years on 
the force. A neighbor said the only 
thing she loved more than her job was 
her 13-year-old son, Austin. A single 
mom, Amanda Haworth would never 
miss her son’s baseball games and 
would often practice with him in their 
backyard. Amanda Haworth was the 
first female detective ever killed in the 
line of duty in Miami-Dade County. 

While I did not have the good fortune 
of knowing these two detectives, I 
know this: I know these were two ex-
ceptional individuals taken from us 
and lost too soon. These were incred-
ible parents, ripped from their families 
before their time. They were excellent 
public servants trying to make our 
community a better place to live. We 
send our thoughts and prayers to heal 
their families. 

To their families and loved ones, I 
struggle to find words that can offer 
solace and comfort in your time of dis-
tress. The great poet William Words-
worth once said, ‘‘Not without hope we 
suffer and we mourn.’’ Perhaps he 
meant that we find hope in the belief 
that our thoughts and prayers will in 
time heal their families, and in the 
hope and belief that the children of Of-
ficers Castillo and Haworth will grow 
up knowing that their parents made 
this sacrifice to make their world and 
our world a better place. In the mean-
time, we will suffer and mourn. 

After going through our own sense-
less tragedy with our colleague, GABBY 
GIFFORDS, we share in the pain of 
senseless loss and inexplicable vio-
lence. Officers Castillo and Haworth 
will be forever in the hearts of our 
community. 
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